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Check-Mate (7)

THE END GAME:

This is the
famous quote |
read somewhere :
“in order to im-
prove your game
you must study
the endgame be-

. " fore anything else;
for, whereas the endings can be studied and mastered
by themselves, the middle game and the opening
must be studied in relation to the endgame.” In the
last article you would have read the last piece under
“¥l5 (. 2H. 2.7 Spielmann saying that Play the
opening like a book, the middle game like a magician,
and the endgame like a machine. So you would be
wondering how this end game can be played like a
machine, right? First of all, understand the meaning
of what is the End Game.

When few pieces are left on the board of the
chess, the game is known as end or ending game.
In fact, there is no definite or clear line that can
be drawn between middle-game and the end game;
It is gradual occurrence. You keep playing and
exchanging the pieces, and all of a sudden find that
the game is now reaching towards decisive stage, and
that is the time to be alert, watch your and your
opponent’s move more carefully.

At this time pawns be-

Wy come more important; With

the few pieces left, the

players tend to promote a

pawn by advancing it to the

A1 eighth rank. The King that

4 needs to be protected in the

middle-game, because of

oo check threats, becomes a

powerful or storng piece in

the end game, and it can become useful attacking

piece if brought in center stage of the board. Here,

for example, you can see the position of one piece
that is Queen versus pawns in the picture.

Queen versus pawns : A queen can win against
any number of pawns, depending on how advanced
they are. The queen would win against eight pawns
on the second rank bu a pawn on he seventh rank
may draw and two advanced pawns may win.

The game of Chess can end in five ways as
under :-

q sulcigig

‘Tulsi’ - Ahmedabad

(i) By Resigning, (ii) Ending in draw; (iii) When
the given number of moves are over say 50 moves
game; and (iv) Time control, when the time is over;
(v) Apart from Check-mating.

Either player may resign at any time and their
opponent wins the game. This normally happens
when the player believes he or she is very likely to
lose the game.

HOW TO RESIGN?

A player may resign by saying it verbally or by
indicating it on their score sheet in any of three ways:
(1) by writing “resigns”, (2) by circling the result of
the game, or (3) by writing “1-0” if Black resigns
or “0-1” if White resigns. Tipping over the king also
indicates resignation, but it is not frequently used
(and should be distinguished from accidentally
knocking the king over). Stopping both clocks is not
an indication of resigning, since clocks can be stopped
to call the arbiter. An offer of a handshake is not
necessarily a resignation either, since one player could
think they are agreeing to a draw.

CONDITIONS LEADING TO DRAW:

@® The game is automatically a draw if the player
to move is not in check but has no legal move. This
situation is called a Stalemate.

® No possible swquence of
legal moves leads to Check-
mate. Usually this is because
there is insufficient material, for
example if one player has a
king and a bishop or knight and
the other only a king.

>

such an offer.

@®Both players agree to a draw
after one of the players makes

The player having the move may claim a draw
by declaring that one of the following conditions
exists, or by declaring an intention to make a move
which will brink about one of these conditions :

® Fifty moves have been played by each player
without any capture or a pawn being moved.

® The same board position has occurred three
time, with the same player to move and all
pieces having the same rights to move, including
the right to castle or capture enpassent.

(Contd. on Page : 26)
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LET US PLAY
(Contd. from Page : 25)

If the claim is proven true, the game is drawn.
At one time, if a player was able to check the 1.

an endgame :

may be added for each move made.

Alburt and Krogius give three characteristics of

Endgames favor an aggressive king

opposing king continuously and the player indicated
their intention to do so, the game was drawn. This
rule is no longer in effect; however, players will
usually agree to a draw in such a situation, since
either the three fold repetition rule or the fifty-move
will eventually be applicable.

TIME CONTROL :

A game played under time control, will end as
a loss for a player who uses up all of their allotted
time. There are different types of time control. Players
may have a fixed amount of time for the entire game
or they may have to make a certain number of moves
within a specified time. Also, a small increment of time

\

2. Passed Pawn (A pawn that has no pawn of the
opposite color on its file or on any adjacent files
on its way to queening) increase greatly in
importance.

3. Zugzwang is often a factor in endgames and
rarely in other stages of the game. (Whena
player is put at a disadvante by having to make
a move or when any legal move weakens the
position is known as Zugzwang)

e s JA.JU.A;32A.

Keep playing- All | want to do, ever, is just play
Chess.... - Bobby Fischer
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