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Check-Mate (3)

Now we
broadly  know
how important is
the King and
when it can or
can’t move. Be-
fore we under-
stand the next
piece, the most
powerful piece on the board, the Queen, let us learn
what is Rank and File in context with this game.

Further, according to feedbacks received and
with a view to make series of these articles useful
to more readers, we have thought of elaborating
certain technical words, hence the Glossery of
english words will be provided as and when
required as part of the articles, along with meaning
and explanation in Gujarati language that will help
in understanding the game adequately.

RANK & FILE :

a b c & &8 T g & RANK :
s WM 6 Wes & A N - Rank means
A A KA A AAA" arowofthechess
g 5 board. Specific
= = ranks are referred
5 * to by number,
i _ 7 first rank, second
: ARARIARIANY || o eight
; %@%%@ﬁ@ﬁ " rank. Unlike the

case with files,
rank names are
always given
from the point of view of each individual player,
with first rank being the home row of the king and
other pieces.

White’s first rank is Black’s eight rank (row
1) and White’s eight is Black’s first (row 8), White’s
second rank is Black’s seventh rank (row 2) and
White’s seventh is Black’s second (row 7), and so
on.

Initial position: first row: rook, knight, bishop,
queen, king, bishop, knight, and rook;
second row: pawns

A ollS Gu 3ol Ul ¥ s ARYU viLALlL
L8 AldA 9 dd R (row) sl 2ud . 2l 28
ALSl €ld 8 % A6l glRL 2LLvid 9 v2ds e3s dAldHA
25 V¢ (rank) ualmi »ud 9. Fx3 uddl s, oflw
5.0 wedl 5. Uy, s1dd dls 2dlavudl Gledl
aldl (Quld d sl M 1AL 835 HALRAL Widlel
932l ULl SlU 9. FHS A dH USE oL HisAAL]
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‘Tulsi’ - Ahmedabad
™AL Sld dl, ¥ Al 2w, Al (A3 Hisuil
Asacti »dd 9, d dHIFl usdl Ts 4 A wislaldll
ofly I5 AN, A A Ld dd oLl 2ed 3w ol =4l s
vl sual, sl ol I A AHALULAL Sl 39LL
weldl dldqaoll st sl 35 ddl w5 (o1 A
(Fadaiull aid--l.

FILE :

A column of the Chessboard. A specific file can
be named either using its position in algebraic
notation, a-h, or by using its position in discriptive
notation. For example, the f-file or the king bishop
file comprises the squares f1-f8 or KB1-KBS.

A ofldHl Guedl 1A ¥ s ALY viuli-l Glefl
add 8 Al ‘sida’ (file) sl >ud §. »uud A
™ Al slaM dls uL siavilal ¢lat, il Alssu
s19aq ugAlddl 2 d- ofloglBld-l A1l 2w naR
S ¢l ‘12’ (a-h) 2uclHi 21 9, x1dl A qel-ies
Aa i >ud 8. el.d. (f-file) 28 s1da ¥ KB1-
KBS ([Fo-(rau-1 2l [Fo-(rau-¢ s19a) ui 2s-4 el
wg-¢ Yl Alsel 2l 0y 9.

THE QUEEN :

The queen is most powerful
piece on the Board of Chess.
Because of her movements she
controls the highest number of
squares coming in her way on all
the directions. She can move in any
one straight direction - forward,
backward, sideways, or diagonally.

In beginning of the game, the
position of the White queen on rank
and file is always on “d” file and
first rank. Or you can say that
White Queen is always in White
square beside the King and Black in Black square
- rank 8.

Tip :- When you are starting
the game, place the Board in such
a way that to your right is always
White Square, as you can see in the
above picture.

THE ROOK :

The rook may move as far as
it wants, but only forward, back-
ward, and to the sides. The rooks




are particularly powerful pieces when they are
protecting each other and working together!

When the Game begins, the position of the
rooks on rank and file is always on “a” & “h” files
and first & last (8th) ranks, (on all the four corners).
In other words you can say that White rooks are
always in the first rank on the extreeme corners.
Likewise, Black rooks are in corners at the 8th raw
on “a” & *“h” files.

THE BISHOP :

The bishop may move as far
as it wants, backward or forward,
but only diagonally. Each bishop
starts on one color (light or dark)
and must always stay on that
color. Bishops work well together
because they cover up each
other’s weaknesses.

At start of the game, the
position of the bishops on rank
and file is always on “c” & “f”
files and first & last ranks.

THE KNIGHT :

Knights move in a very
different way from the other
pieces-going two squares in one
direction, and then one more move
at a 90 degree angle, just like the
shape of an “L”. Knights are also
the only pieces that can move over
other pieces.

Before the game start, the
knights are places on “b” and “g”
files and in first and eigth ranks.

THE PAWN

Pawns are unusual because
they move and capture in differ-
ent ways : they move forward,
but capture diagonally. Pawns can
only move forward one square at
a time, except for their very first
move where they can move
forward two squares. Pawns can
only capture one square diago-
nally in front of them. They can
never move or capture backwards. If there is

N

another piece directly in front of a pawn he cannot
move past or capture that piece.

PROMOTION :

Pawns have another special ability and that is
that if a pawn reaches to 8th rank, on other side
of the board it can become any other chess piece
(called promotion). A pawn may be promoted to any
piece. (NOTE : A common misconception is that
pawns may only be exchanged for a piece that has
been captured. That is NOT true). A pawn is usually
promoted to a queen. Only pawns may be promoted.

EN PASSANT :

The last rule about pawns is called “en passant,”
which is French basically means “in passing” If a
pawn moves out two sgaures on its first move, and
by doing so lands to the side of a opponent’s pawn
(effectively jumping past the other pawn’s ability to
capture it), that other pawn has the option of
capturing the first pawn has moved past, otherwise
the option to capture it is no longer available.

Few important words worth understanding in
the Game of Chess :

ADVANCED PAWN :

A pawn that is on the opponenet’s side of the
board (the fifth rank or higher) is called An
Advanced pawn. It may become weak if it is
overextended, lacking support and difficult to
defend, or strong if ot cramps the enemy by limiting
mobility. An advancded passed pawn that threatens
to promote can be espicially strong.
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OVEREXTENDED :

A position where a player has moved a piece or
group of pieces (usually pawns) away from thearest in
such a way that they are too difficult to defend.
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MOBILITY :

The ability of a piece, or of a player’s pieces collec-
tively, to move around the board (In computer chess this
is often measured by the number of legal moves avail-
able). Effectively means much the same as space.

oll GUR AA WAL HSIRUL 5O 56 UL %S
25 An B, s34 A4 B dd Helldldl sdan 9. (ad
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SPACE :

The squares controlled by a player. A player
controlling more sqaures than the other is said to
have a spatial advantage. Effectively means much
the same as mobility.
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PASSED PAWN :

Passed pawn with no opposing pawns to
prevent it from advancing to the eighth rank. i.e.
there are no opposing pawns in front of it on the
same file nor on an adjacent file.
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Who knows, the next Vishwanathan Anand
(Grand Master) may be from our state !l
Narendra Modi-Chief Minister, Gujarat.
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OCT. 2009 - THE BAD DAY

I Said, “Grandpa
let’s go biking”

Grandpa said,
“OK, where shall
we bike upto?”

I said, “Let’s bike
up to my school”.

_.—. “‘*J‘*;_n.e ﬁ':h':k‘ &7

And we
started... I said
excitedly,
“Grandpa look we
are almost
there!!”

“Hi! let’s play in
the play ground to-
gether” I told to my
friend.

“OK for a few min-

utes” Said my friend,

1. 5?%@@f

who was there...

“Now want to

%

| ’_‘"n'd,___ . |
| &;@ Dot

have a race?” My

. friend asked.

“OK, where is
the starting line and
“where is the finish

As we were racing : AL
on the side walk, we ol
bumped over tires to-
gether and I fell down
and I was

on my bike,
bleeding badly.

I felt so sad.

It was a bad day.

" 1line??” 1 asked.

.

Aaditya Kansara

(Age-7), Std.-ll, Edison, NJ
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