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Check-Mate (6)

So far we
have understood
basic rules of the
game of Chess. In
the last article we

learnt about
middle game. We
shall continue

= i — 3 learning about ter-
minology being used in this game of chess in this
article also. But, before that, once we start playing
the game, reaching middle and end game, it would
be wise to know the value of each piece on board
of the chess and also few concepts. First of all we
shall start with value concept because without
attaching numbers to these pieces we may not be
able to realize true value of this game. In this game
pawn is valued at 1 and Bishop and Knights at 3
each, while Rook has value of 5 and Queen 9.

A material advantage
applies both strategically
and tactically. Generally
more pieces or an aggre-

gate of more powerful
pieces means greater
chances of winning. A

fundamental strategic and
tactical rule is to capture
opponent pieces while
preserving one’s own.

Bishops and knights are called minor pieces. A
knight is about as valuable as a bishop, but less
valuagble than a rook. Rooks and the queen are
called major pieces. Biships are usually considered
slightly better than knights in open positions, such
as toward the end of the game when many of the
pieces have been captured, whereas knights have an
advantage in closed positions. Having two bishops
(the bishop pair) is a particularly powerful weapon,
especially if the opposing player lacks one or both

of their bishops.

Three
are likely to be

pawns

KN more useful than a
2= knight in the end
| game, but in the

3 middle game a

& 1 knight is often

more powerful. Two

:ﬁ subaig
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minor pieces are stronger than a single rook, and
two rooks are slightly stronger than a queen.

Under a system like this,
giving up a kinght or bishop
in order to win a rook
(“winning the excahnge”) is
advantageous and is worth
about two pawns. This of
course ignores such complica-
tions as the current position
and freedom of the pieces
involved, but it is a good
starting point. In an open position, biships will be
more valuable than knights (a bishop pair can easily
be worth seven points or more in some situations);
conversely, in a closed position, bishops will be less
valuable than knights. Also, many pieces have a
partner. By doubling up two knights, two rooks, rook
and queen or bishop and queen the pieces can get
stronger than the sum of the individual pieces along.
When pieces lose their partner, their values slightly
decrease. The king is priceless since its loss causes
the loss of the game. However, especially in the
endgame, the king can also be a fighting piece, and
is sometimes given a fighting value of four.

Closed :

A term used to describe a position where Pawns
block the mobility of the pieces around some or all
of the board. The opposite of an open position.
Closed File :

A file blocked by both black and white Pawns.

Closed game :

A game which the position is obstructed by
blocking Pawns. Such a position favors Knights over
Bishops since Pawns often block diagonals.

Endgame :

Also called the ending. This is the third and final
state of the game after the opening and middle game,
characterized by the relatively few Chessmen on the
board. The King is typically used more aggressively
in the ending than in the opening or middle-game.
One of the most common concerns in the endgame
is promotion of Pawns.

Major Pieces :

The Queen and Rooks. Because of the number
of squares they command (a Queen can command

y




27 squares, not counting the one she occupies, a rook
14) they are considered the heavy artillery of Chess.

Material :

The total value in points of a player’s pieces on
the Chessboard. A material advantage is when a
player has more pieces on the board than his
opponent or has pieces of greater value. Material
advantage is one key quality in assessing a Chess
position.

Middle game :

The second phase of the game following the
opening, and the one in which much of the action
takes place. The development of the pieces is
complete or nearly complete and many pieces are
captured or traded as the players pursue their
creative plans. With many pieces on the board and
possibilities of attack on all sides, the King normally
stays well hidden in this phase.

Minor pieces :

The Biships and Knights. A Knight can command
eight squares, a Bishop thirteen.

Open :

Short for Open game or Open file. A term used
to describe a position wher Pawns do not block the
mobility of the pieces around some or all of the
board. The opposite of a closed position. Also refers
to a type of tournament in which any strength of
player can participate.

Open file :

A file cleared of Pawns. It offers a corridor for
attack, especially if occupied by doubled Rooks. A file
is still open even if it is occupied by pieces other
than Pawns.

Open game :

A position characterized by many open ranks,
files, or diagonals, and few center Pawns.
Open Tournament :

A tournament which is poen to any player.
Opening :

The start of a Chess game. The first phase of
the game before the middle game and endgame, in
which players try to rapidly develop their pieces, gain

room for their pieces to maneuver, and on bringing
their Kings to safety. Many promising opening lines

\

of play are analyzed and documented extensively in
texts and computer databases. The basic goals of the
opening are to develop pieces as quickly as possible.
Openings :

The more-or-less standardized and analyzed
patterns of moves that both sides make at the start
of a game. Some are named after people (Ruy Lopez),
some after places (Budapest Counter-Gambit), some
after pieces or moves (Four Knights Defense). Some
are descriptive (Giuoco Piano, or quiet game).

e s JA.JU.M;32A.

Play the opening like a book, the middle
game like a maagician, and the endgame like a
machine.

- Spielmann.
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